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Ge Se INFORMATION .GBNC! 
INPCAMAL ASSESSMENT OF UATENT 48D IMPACT OF CASTRO~ 
COMMSIST PROPAASDA ZFPORATS IN LiTY¥ sMBRICs 

Sevors ths Cetoter 1962 wiaslie crisis, Castro's prestige 
and the appeal of the Cuban revolution te noneleftiste in Latin 
emerica was already declining, is a rosult of the istoter criais 
the general population in the tanisphere saw Cuba δὲ ἃ victin of 
international communise asd aa ἃ ccotradisction of the people's 
basic belfef in nenintervention and mlf-deterninatioa, The 
eppeal ef Castro-commmnian hit « new low. . 

By the snd of 1962 lecel Communists bed reseseessd their 
particular situations. ilthough the Cubase case continued es an 
"ideal" for younger revoluticnary neubers within the Comzuntst 
movenent in some scuntries, frou the atandipoint of progegends, 
Cestroiss appeared to bave lost aost of its generel appecl for 
purpeses of proselytiaing the uncsoemitted. Exphasis vas placed 
ea iatersatiosal Coazanist end local thenes in lieu of esrlier 
exphasis on Cestre-Coban themes. (Tor example: the soverty of 
the masees and the possibility of the immediate alleviation of 
thelr protleas, austionalization, “national iiberation,* asd tks 
contrast betveen the peace-loving JSS and the iaperalistic Jece 
The Caben exampls is zonsrally played dow is thts recipe.) ἕο» 
ever there was still scam variation in the climate for recestivity 
to the Cuban gsample, and in recegnitien of thie the Communists 
wary their propeganda end tactics from one country to wrothor. 
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the ζοϊλουλης summary is based on reports of the aatsat end 
impact of the Castro-Coxzmumni st Sropaganda effor: in same of tke 
major ccuntriss of Latin -merica, 

ia .rgeatina, pre~vastre sentisest has been positively 
di epelied, and the effertea of the Cuban solidarity Cammittes, 
the only active group dedicated to proregandiging Castroicn, 
have been slnost totally nulified by ieguatine governeent central 
εἰ immediate suppression of the group's publicetions whens thay 
Sppear. 

ta Brazil, where there are strong leftist~esational! + 
feelings, tbe Cestre question is Miaked fe Brazilian minds with 
Seasil's “independeace* and tts defanse of ths principles of 
"nen~interventica* and ‘gelf-deteraination af peoples,” and there 
tas beer alzost total lack of opposition te the Cuban tacked 
Continental Congress for Solidarity with Cubs. 49 the thens of 
the congress iliustrates, Castre is sors often used ag sn instance 
ΟΣ Jorth imerican isyerialiem than ag an exemple for Brasil. 
Mrroring the eplit in tis Srecilian Cemmmiat eovensat, however’, 
eld-guard Commnist leaders who favor a gredaai read te sociaelien 
dy legal apans heve disassociated thanselves from the Congress 
and ite promoters, ths young Cactre-Comanict acticaists who 
belisve that ecclal and eeanomic reforas can te achieved enly by - ᾿ 
armed revelutica. 
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34nea tha coteber crisis, Chilean Comumist agi leftist 
sropaganda has generally devoted less space to Cubs, seldce 
giving uneuslified support to Cestro, but stressing specific 
social scecaplishxents. Overt Castro propagence has continued 
at a low level of volume sinse the Ciileas governzont’s votober 
crackiows on the entrusce and distribution of such asterial by 
forefga governzeats. 

In Colombia, also, Castroiea has declined as a selling poiat 
for Communist propaganda. Even though finding non-Castro thema 
sore effective in gensral, the Commaniat Party sontiaues to 
propagandise Cuba, especially among staients and leber unions 
under Coammist leadership. 

in Mexico, vhere the revolutionary traditica continues strong, 
there ie still scas Cestre support in ths mses midia from herd~ 
core Communists. But publicity oa the real conditions in cubs 25 
the aen~Communist gross constitutes effective enti-Castro 
propaganda asd bas worn away ths original image of a vigorcas 
young socialist regine. The pro-Caatro propaganda directed oy 
the Caben Embassy ia offset ty the enticCastre propagenca of the 
Cuban refugees in “xiao, The edazatad apper siddle class and 
conservative right are nilitantly enti-castra. 

In Yonesuela, bscause of the existeaca of 4 revoluticuary~ 
leftist perty, violence us adveceted and peonoted by Fidel Castre 
te veing carried out by the Comumict Party in alliance with ths 


revolutionary isft. 3ut the extent as well as impact of ‘estro 
propegande is relatively linited in Venesuole. Castro=co mist 
pTopagance is suppressed, and although Havans iadfo's bra ideset 
signal 15 strong and clear, short-vave listesership 15 linited, 
Also, its influences is balanced οὐδ to some degree by anti-ceatro 
standard and short-vare kroadcasts and other media. 

vith respect ta specific seguents of the population, no ey 
group is any country in Latin smsrica expresses aignificent 
aupport for the ideal of the Cuban revolution. ‘The geseral 
population is anti-Castro end sati-Communtat if it ts interned, 
ΟΣ publics opinion usy be genereliy uninformed and uninterested as 
in Srasil. 

Government officials tend te be strongly enti-Castro, although 
in sone countries lowsr officials in certain ainisteias appear 
to be syspathetic. On the parliamentary level. Castroise is act 
an issue and ia asunlly avoided es a political liability. Because 
of tha highly nationalistic esntiments prevailing in Srasil, 
government officials there tend te resent what thay coxsider 
the 7.5. tendency to drag Brexil, unnecessarily, into the celd 
var. Thos conseiously or unconsciously they zixe suppert to 
the Communist lines. and in Chile, vhere scst high goveronent 
oftickels are anti-Castro, seme still argue the isportance οζ 
Commercial and diplomatia relations “ith Cubs, 

The militery are actualy aware of the suppreseicn of the 
armed forees in Cuba and ere almost solidly opposed to vastre. - 


it is unlikely that those alesenta of the =rasilian allitary who 
Gre responsive to ultranstionalist sprpeaisa leok te Castro as a 
leader. Eovsver, in Yenesusla 2 Jissident leftwing ailitars 
minority is collaborating in the Castroecacked afforts to overthrow 
the government, 

Castro hag fev aizirers sarong intelleotuals, althevcn leftists 
abeund in this groap. Argentine and Srasilian intellectuals, often 
adeitied socialists, do not sanifest any vert, identifiable pro- 
Castro sautinzent, Seas Vexssusisn intallestuela, on the other 
sand, ere frenkly pro-Castro. 

Studenta, Fidel Caatre’s acst vocal supporters, vers 
particularly dieillustoned hy the dsteter crisis pointing up 
7idel Castro ag ἃ puppet. Rowever, despite the dealing af 
Castroies as ἃ selling point, there ὁσίου to be Cactro groupe 
amiug atudents. in Brasil where there ie a strong end increasing 
Blee propagenda Ὄξος ag well as Suppart to the Conmmunlsatelins 
Setional Student Organisation (08S), it is estianted that shout 
half of the renk and file stedenta are favorably disposed toerd 
the UME, δόλο cusethird like Castro, Sccialiss is populer, mt 
the great mnjority seject the Comamist label, fsonCastro 
aentizent {s reportedly strong anong students in sone erees of 
Chile and student propaganda contisuss ta cits the Cuban 
revolution, 15 other countries the attitude of stadexts cther 
than bardevere Communists is Jeaidedly anti-castro, 


ahere laborers ars sware of Castro they are sot now 
partioulariy interested in 1.5 and ror the ποῖ part are averse 
to hin. In Gracil, where Communists dosfaate the talk of ths 
urtan labor govement, Castro plays an insignificent role in the 
eflorta and results of tha Gomwaniat leaders, dAzong “rasilian 
rural labor the ability of the Cathelic Church to orgunise an 
apparently larger number of farm vorkers than the Ccaaunists 
casts doubt on the value of Comamist efforts and the use of 
Castro aa a propaganta selling point. In Chile and Caloxbtis, 
hovever, despite recognition of the dimaing lustre of Castroim, 
Commmist leaders continue to propegepdize the Cutan revolution 
8 an axenple which, with variations, could point the way for 
other ccuntries, 

Cempesinos, traditionally politically apathetic, tave 
Zittle awwrensse of Castro ant Communism, This is trues even ia 
Srasil despite the Cutan-aided Limes (Peneant Leagues) 
ef ‘raneisco Julfac, which are soderate in scope and restricted 
mainly to the anorthenst. 
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